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Turkiſh Revoliitions: 


T HE amazing Revolution 
? which has lately happen'd 
in the Turkiſb Empire, be- 
ing become almoſt the ty Subject 

for Converſation, we hope a more 
particular and exact Account thereof 

than has yet been given in the pub- 

lick Papers will not be unacceptable 

| to the Nenn; ſince thereby they will 
be informed how in the moſt de- 
F ſpotick Governments, the Indolence 
of a Prince, and the Corruption or 
B Mil- 
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Miſmanagement-of a Prime Miniſter, 
has occaſioned the Downfall of both 
the one and the other ; and how the 
moſt trifling and contemptible Be- 
ginning, (where there is a general 
Diſcontent among the Populace) may, 
if not timely prevented, give riſe 


to the moſt formidable Inſurrection, 


and overturn the moſt powertul Em- 
pire in the Univerſe: A terrible 
and memorable Example of the Vi- 
ciſſitude and Inſtability of ſublunary 
Affairs. . 
NoTwiTHSTANDENG the Ot- 
toman Government is the moſt ab- 
lolute of any in Europe, if not in 
the World, it has been ſubject to 
more ſuch ſurprizing Cata{trophes 


than any other whatloever ; and al- 
tho the Grand Signior is undiſputed 


Mafter of the Lives and Fortunes 
of all his Subjects, who have no 
ſuch thing as Property when once 
he thinks fit to lay claim to any 
of their Effecte, but are all of them 

© wat 
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ſelves to be, his Slaves, from tlie 
higheſt to the loweſt; yet they have 


more than once ſhewn him, when- 


ever his Government grew diſagree- 


able to them, or his Yoke too 
heavy, that he held his Power only 
during their good Pleaſure, and that 
as they let him up they cou d 
likewiſe pull him down again: A 
ſevere Leſſon to all Princes to de- 
pend upon the Love of their Sub- 


jects as the ſtrongeft Title, and their 


beſt Security. . 
From what a deſpicable Begin- 
ning did that famous Revolt at Na- 


ples arile, under Maſſauselo, a beg- 
| gary Fiſherman, and to what a 


eight did it grow in three Days 
only, by the Miſmanagement, Arro- 
gance, and ill Conduct of the Vce- 


roy? How did the Tyranny and 


Cruelties of the Duke of Ava oc- 
cation the Revolt of the Nether. 
lands, and irrecoverably loſe the 
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King of Spain one of the fineſt 
Jewels in his Diadem? And how 
did the Inſolence of Archbiſhop 
Land, the Earl of Strafford, and 
ſome others of his Miniſters, cauſe 
the Deſtruction of an unfortunate 
| Prince, who was in himſelf perhaps 
| as well diſpoſed to make his People 
happy, as any that ever wore the 
Britiſb Crown? The fame Caules 
will generally produce the ſame Ef 
fects. How happy then is that 
Country which has no reaſon to 
dread ſuch popular Commotions, 
nor is expoſed to ſuch terrible * 1 
vents, and whoſe Conſtitution is 
fenced with ſuch excellent Laws as 
| make 1t the Intereſt of the Sove- 
| reign, tho' it ſhould not be his In- 
| clination, to cultivate a good Under- 

3 ſtanding with his People. 
Bur to return to the Revolu- 
| tion at Conſtantinople: Thoſe who 
| are acquainted with the Nature of 
the Ottoman Government, and the 
Religion 


ech 
Religion of the 1zrks, will not be 


ſo = ſurprized at the Depolition 
of the late Sultan Achmet ML as 
that he was ſuffer d to reign ſo long. 


For as he has been unfurtiinate in 


almoſt all the Wars he has under- 


taken ſince his Advancement to the 


Throne, particularly in that againſt 
the Emperor, where he was forced 


to give up N particular, 


a Fortrels which was always the 


Darling of the Ottomans, and irom 


which The Sultans at their Acceſſion 


to the Crown are {ſaid to be ſworn 


never to part, it is no wonder that 


the Muſjulmans, who are taught by 
their Religion to look upon every 


Prince 1 is unſucceſsful in Battle 


as rejected by Heaven, ſhould con- 


{pire and join to depoſe him. Be- 
tides, as he was himſelf advanced 


from a Priſon by the Janzzaries to 


the Throne in prejudice of his elder 
Brother Su Muſtapha, he had 
all the Reaſon imiginable to believe 


thar 
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that if he incurr'd their 1 
they would ſerve him in the ſame 
Manner; and that he had highly 
diſobliged this formidable Body, 
which is the Flower and Strength of 
the Iurkiſßb Empire, may be eafily 
imagined, ſince he is computed within 
the Courſe of his Reign to have pri- 
vately put to Death above 20,000 | 
of that Corps, N 15 
As the Depoſmg of his Brother 
Se/tan Muſtapha was attended witl! 
Circumſtances no leſs remarkable 
than that of the late Grand Signoy, 
and divers Perſons ſtill living were 
eye Witnefles thereof, it may not be 
amiſs to give fome Account of it, be- 
fore we enter into the Particulars of 
the late Revolution, that the Reader 
may have a better Idea of the Turk 
Government which has undergone 
two ſuch furprizing and ſudden 
Changes within the Space of 27 Years, 
and that almoſt without any Blood- 


ſhed. 
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Tx 1s unfortunate Sultan had the 
Character of being in himſelf a Prince 
of as great Hopes as moſt that had 
ever fat upon the Ottoman Throne, 
but being unhappily bigotted to tlie 
Mufti, who had been his Schook 
Maſter, and who by his Avarice and 
Extortions bad incurr'd the Hatred of 
the whole Empire, the Famzaries 
taking Advantage of his Abſence at 
Adrianopte reſolv'd upon revolting 
from him; and accordingly chooſing 
a Baſbam whom Muſtapha had ſen- 
tenced to death, but who had made 
his Eſcape, and was an experlenc'd 
Officer, for their Commander, they 
| aroſe fuddenly and formed a Body of 
| feveral Thouſand ; then ſending 
: Meſſengers to all the Troops in the 
Neighbourhood. to invite them to join 
them, they advanced towards Adrie- 
pie in order of Battle, without com- 
mitting any Diſturbance at Conſtan- 
tinopie, or. upon their March. 
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8b LIN Auſtapha having In- 
formation hereof, fent out a ſtrong 
Body "of Troops that were quar- 
terd about Adrianople to engage 
the Rebels, who being no ways 
daunted prepared to receive them ; 
but afſoon as the two Armies came 
in View of cach other, the S, 
Party declared they would not fight 
againſt their Brethren, but, on the 
contrary, advanced towards them, 


and join d with them. Hereupon 


_ whole Body march'd on amica- 
to Adrianople, and going di- 
25 y to the Seraglio, ask d for the 


Grand Sgnior, who appearing at a 


Window, they told him unanimouſly 
that they would no longer have him 
for their Emperor, but demanded 
Prince Achmet for their Sultan. 
Upon which Muſtapha, after ex- 
poſtulating with them for ſome 
Time, and finding them perfiſt re- 
ſolutely in their *Intentions, ſeeing 
ewe himſelf abandon d by his 

whole 
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whole 83 went in Perſon and 
fetch d Achmet from the Priſon 


where he was confin d, and ther: re- 
turned to the Priſon hom he had 


brought his Brother. What an a- 


mazing and ſhocking Misfortune 
was here to ſo great a Prince! 
And what a Leflon is here for Sove- 
reigns not to be miſled or governed 
by any Miniſter or Favourite! 

No ſooner was Achmet brought 
out to thein but they proclaim d 
him Stan in the midit of the 
Army; then ſending for the Muſty 
they tet him upon a ſorry Horſe, 
with his Face to the Tail,” and eat 
ing him for ſome Time in Derition 
thro the Troops, diſmounted and 
beheaded him, as they did likewiſe 
the Prime /7zzcr, and a 5 or 
two, who were "the Muſti's Rela- 
tions and Friends. After Ac Rmet's 


Promotion, one of the firſt Inſtances 


he gave of his Capacity for Go- 
verning, was his conſtituting an ordi- 


G Har y 


[ 14 ] 
nary Fellow Grand Vigier, who had 
ferv'd him as Wood- cutter for his 
Chamber during his Confinement ; 
an Office ſuperior to that of any 
Prime Miniſter in Europe, fince 
when he is at the Head of the 
Army he has the Power of making 
Peace without conſulting the Grand 
Sremor, as this very Prime Vigier 
did after the Battle of Pruth with 
the late Czar of Muſcoyy, when 
he coud have cut his whole Army 
to Pieces, and might have taken him 
and the Czarma Priſoners. It was 
therefore fome wonder, as I ob- 
ſerved before, that a Prince who 
created fuch Prime Miniſters ſhould 
be ſuffered to Reign ſo long as 
1wenty-ſeven Years over a People 
ſo turbulent and ſo eaſily diſcon- 
tented as the Turks, 
NEITHER were they diſcon- 
tented otherwiſe without Reaſon ; 
for beſides his Indolence of late 
Lears, he had upon the moſt trivial 
| _ Suſpictons, 
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Suſpicions, and often for no other 
Cauſe than their being rich or po- 

ular, put to Death infinite Num- 
bet of the braveſt Officers and the 
ableſt Miniſters in the Ottoman Em- 
pire; neither coud any Merit or 
paſt Services ſave them. An eminent 
Inſtance he gave of this, not many 
Years after his Acceſſion to the 
- Crown, by cauſing that very Ba- 
pam who had been moſt Inſtru- 
mental in promoting his Advance- 
ment to be beheaded. And it 
was likewiſe obſerved, that thoſe 
Officers, and others of the Far- 
zaries, who were privately ſtrang- 
led by Night in ſuch Numbers, 
that it was thought he deſigned to 
put an end to that Corps, which 
had always been the Terror of the 
Ottoman Emperors, were always 
& ſuch as had been moſt forward 
and active in chooſing him Stan. 
Whence he may be laid to have 
Copied exactly from the Politicks 
C 2 of 
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of a certain Chriſtian Potentate, 
who having remark'd that a certain 
Party in the Kingdom had advanced 
him to the Throne, and kept him 
in Poſſeſſion thereof, in ſpite of the 
Efforts of a contrary Party, no 
ſooner found himſelf fixed thereon, 
but he uſed all his Endeavours to 
oppreſs his Benefactors ; which he 
did ſo effectually that he forced al- 
moſt all of them to leave the King- 


dom, and fly for Refuge to other 


Countries, and that upon this Poli- 


tical Principle, That they who had 
Power enough to fix him on the 
Throne, might one Day, if they 
pleas d, diſpoſſeſs him thereof again. 


An excellent Memorandum to ſthew 
what Gratitude 1s to be expected 


from crownd Heads, whenever they 
think it may interfere with their 
Intereſt. 2 

To return to Achmet III. after 
having born with his Cruelties, and 
the Miſmanagements and Oppreſſions 
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[17 ] 
of his Grand Vizzer and Baſhaws, 
the whole Body of the Turxs were 
at laſt tired out, and refolved upon 
the firſt Opportunity to depoſe him. 
But as ſuch Attempts in all Govern- 
ments are always dangerous, and ge- 
nerally fatal to the tirſt Contrivers 
of them, no one was over-forward 
to be the firſt to appear 1n this, 
altho' the Sentiments of the genera- 
lity of the People were pretty well 
known. In ſhort, he might have 
gone on in his Indolence, and his Mi- 
niſters in their Rapine tor ſome Time 
longer, if not til his Death, if an 
enthuſiaſtical poor Fellow, (ſome 
Advices ſay a Janmzary, which is 
equivalent to our Foot-Guards, and 
which is moſt likely, there being 
always at leaſt 40,000 of that Body 
kept up, whether in Peace or War, 


who are always ready for an Inſur- 


rection upon the leaſt Signal given 


if they are diſguſted.) It an enthu- 
flaſtical poor Fellow, I fay, on the 


28th 
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28th of September laſt, pretending 
to be inſpired, which 1s a Bait that 
has never faild taking with the Ma- 
hometans, had not repaired to the 
publick Market-Place, and there dit- 
playing a tatterd Flag, call'd out, 
Let all true Muſſulmans follow me. 
This was enough to breed a Con- 
fuſion in a People diſpoſed to hearken 
to any Novelty. Accordingly all 
the Shops were immediately ſhut 
up, and every one retir d home, in 
expectation of what this would pro- 
duce, except about Fifty of the 
Rabble, which were all the Proſe- 
lytes the Fellow could gain the firſt 
Day. They paſs'd then that Night 
in the Market-Place, without crea- 
ting the leaſt Diſturbance, and next 
Morning they were encreaſed to fix 
Hundred ; but even then had not 
one Man of Rank or Capacity to 
head them. However, hereupon 
Advice hereof was ſent to the Grand 
Signzor, who was then abſent at 

Start, 
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Scutari, a Pleaſure-Houſe he has not 
many Leagues from Conſtantinopte. 
Thereupon, as if he had been inta- 


tuated, as undoubtedly he was, for 


Quos Jupiter vult perdere prius 
dementat ; inſtead of ſending imme- 
diate Orders to the Governor of 
Conſtantinople to cruth them in the 
Beginning, as he might then have 
done, he comes himſelf with great 
Deliberation to that City on the 
zoth, and then proceeded with ſuch 
Dilatorineſs as to give the Rebels 
time to encreaſe to 2000. Then 
their ragged Leader declared to them, 
knowing them ſufficiently inclined 
to believe Miracles, that he had ſeen 
a Viſion, and that he was thereby 
aſſured, “ That as, during the Reign 
« of Sultan Achmet III. the Wars 
* they had ingaged in both againſt 
* the Emperor of the Romans, and 
* the Sophy of Perſia, had proved 
very unſucceſsfull, as well as highly 
* 1nglorious to the Ottoman Empire, 

| and 
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« and derogating from the Honour 
« of the holy Mahometan Religion, 
« which was chietly owing to the 
« Sultan's Indolence and the bad 
« Conduct of his Grand Vigiers, 
« who had yielded up to the Infi- 
© dels, and other Enemies, whole 
* Provinces, and the choiceſt For- 
© trefſes, contrary to the expreſs 


“ Injunctions of the Alcoran, ſo the 


« Turkiſh Empire, and the Maho- 
« metan Religion would ſurely fall 
« to the Ground if Stan Ahne 
& III. were ſuffered to continue any 
© longer upon the Throne, or the 
& Grand Vigier in the Adminiſtra- 
4“ tion of Affairs. This Report 
being ſpread abroad, the Fanizaries 
taking advantage of the Indolence of 
the Porte, which they already found 
ſo much dittreſs d, or ſo negligent 
that they had not yet been able to 
quell this handful of Rebels, took 
up Arms and join d them. Then 
marching in a Body to the Scraglio 

on 
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on the 3oth of September, they 
firſt demanded of the Grand Signzor 
that he ſhould cauſe the Prime Vi- 
gier, Reis Efendi, and Capt. Ba- 
ſharo to be ſtrangled, and Fa Bo- 
dies delivered to them; which be- 
ing accordingly done, in hopes of 
appeaſing them, as ſoon as they had 
the Bodies they hack d two of them, 
vir. the Prime Vigier's, and Reis 
Efend:'s in Pieces, and chrew them 
to the Dogs. The Ca pt. Baſhar's 
had undergone the PF. Fate, had 
not his Mother redeemed it at an 
unmercifull Price. This done, they 
dragged the old Maſti out of his 
Palace, and drowned him. Hows 
ever, not being contented with thefe 
Sacrifices, on the 3d of October the 
Mutineers again march'd to the Se- 
raglio, with intent to depoſe the 
Sultan, and not being eaſily admit- 
ted as they came on tuch an E rand, 
they ſtorm'd the Walls, which hows 
ever they could not gain betore 
* they 


( 22 ] 
they had loſt about 700 Men; but 
having at laſt gaind admittance, 

they immediately dethron'd Achmet 
III. and going to the Priſon wherein 
all the Oſtoman Princes are confin'd, 
took out Machmut the eldeſt Son 
of Sultan Muſtapha, who was de- 
pos d in 1702. and proclaim d him 
Emperor in the late Sultans ſtead; 

after which they led Achmet to the 
very ame Priſon, and confined him 
therein. 

Tars ſurprizing Revolution] is 
by ſome aſcribed to the Intrigues 
of certain Potentates, (who they are 
we wont pretend to determine) with 
whoſe Intereſts the pacifick Sentiments 
of the late Sultan Achmet III. and 
his Miniſters did not ſo well agree 
as the ambitions and warlike Tem- 
per of Prince Machmut who 1s now 
ſeated upon the Throne. If this 
be true, it is a moſt notorious Proof 
how far Reaſon of State will carry 
crownd Heads; and that not even 
Religion 
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Religion itſelf will biaſs them a- 
gainſt what they think their Inte- 

reſt, neither will they ſcruple any 
Means that will conduce towards pro- 
moting their own Grandeur or Satety. 

We all know that the King of Span, 

as zealous and ptous a Prince as he 

is reputed to be, fell upon the Em- 
peror at the ſame time that he was 
engaged in gen War with the Com- 

mon Enemy of Chriſtendom ; nor did 

\ his late Mott Chriſtian Majeſty, as is 
F ſaid, ſcruple to furniſh the Hungarian 
Malecontents with Money and Ofti- 
cers, tho Count 1eke/y their Head 
4 was at the fame time tributary to 
the 1nrk, and ſupported by him. 
However, they have it ſeems at pre- 
ſent miſs'd their Aim, fince the new 
Sultan and his Miniſters are {aid to 
have reſolved to keep Peace with the 
Chriſtians, In the mean while Prince 
Machmut has at once given an evi- 
dent Proof of his Ability and Impar- 
tiality, by conſtituting two Sons-in- 
D 2 law 
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law of the depoſed Sultan his Prime 
Vigier, and Capt. Bajhaw, the two 
eateſt Poſts in the Empire, in Con- 
ſideration of their great Abilities to 
diſcharge that Truſt, tho' he cou d 
not otherwiſe but look upon them as 
his Enemies, by reaſon of their be- 
ing ſo nearly allied to his Predeceſſor. 
The Reis Efendi is likewiſe a Man 
of a very great Capacity, and very 
popular. As the Rebels before they 
diſperſed were faid to be increaſed 
to the Number of 100,000 Men, no 
one cou'd tell where the Inſurrection 
would end; but we are fince inform'd 
that they diſperſed quietly after exe- 
cuting a piece of Military Juſtice up- 
on the Grand Vigier, and the Vigier 
Aba, two corrupt Miniſters, by firſt. 
ſtrangling them, and then plundering 
their Houſes, wherein they found ſe- 
veral Millions which they had amaſs'd N 
by oppreſſing the People, and they 
diſtributed the Money amongſt tage 
Soldiers, conſiſting of 65,000 Men, 
| amount- 
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amounting to 25 Pieces of Eight a 
Man. It iszto be hoped that their 
Example will have hereafter no In- 


fluence among Chriſtians ; for were 


it to be followed it is much to be 
fear'd that Turkey would not be the 
only Scene of {trangling Miniſters, 
and pillaging their Houſes, but that 
ſome ſtately Edifices nearer home 
might be ranſack d, and even Cardi- 
nal Coſcia's Palace might not elcape, 
neither might his facred Function ex- 
empt him from the Bowſtring : Burt, 
God be thanked, we Proteſtants are 
better Chriſtzans than to imitate the 
Infidels in this illegal Way of Pro- 
ceeding ; and if, which Heaven for- 
bid, it ſhould ever be neceſſary to 
make an Example of a corrupt Pub- 
lick Miniſter, our Parliament, that 
awfull and incorrupt Aſſembly, can 
bring him to condign Puniſhment 


without ſuffering him to fall a Sacri- 


fice to the inſolence of an Army, or 
an enraged Populace. 


As 
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As the Incidents which gave riſe 
to this amazing Turn of Aftairs are 
very ſurprizing, ſo are the Retribu- 
tions of Providence therein no leſs re- 
markable. As Achmet III. accepted 
the Throne and was advanced to the 
Empire by the Jauigaries in Preju- 
dice of his own Brother Muſtapha; 
lo has Heaven made uſe of Mzuſta- 
fha's Son and the ſame Janizaries 
to diſpoſſeſs him of the Government; 
and as he accepted a Title founded 
upon the Caprice of the People, he 
had no room to be diſſatisfy'd if the 
ſame People depoſed him upon his 


Male Adminiſtration. Tis likewiſe 
very obſervable, that as their Reli- 


gion and Empire had its firſt Riſe 
from an Impoſtor, ſo it has been ſub- 


ject to Impoſtures ever ſince, for there 


is hardly one of the many ſurprizing 
Revolutions but owes its Beginning 


to ſome pretended inſpired Prophet. 


WHAT 1s very commendable in 
theſe W of the Mabome- 
TMs 
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tans, is, that there is generall y but 
little Blood ſhed ; as happen d in this 
Rebellion, as well as in that of 1 703- 
where the Janigaries never oſter d 
the leaſt Moleſtation to the foreign 
Embaſſadors, or any of the Franks, 
but ſuftered them peaceably to enjoy 
the ſame Liberty as at other Times, ! 
and as ſoon as they had revenged LY 
themſelves upon their indolent and i 
cruel Monarch, and his corrupt Mi- | 

| 
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niſters, very quietly laid down their 
Arms, and reſtored Peace to the Em- | 
pire. But they did not do this till | 
they had obtained, Sword in Hand, 2 
ſome very advantageous Conceſſions 
from their new Sovereign, as the leſ- 
ſening the Authority or the Grand 
* PVizers, the augmentation of their 
F own Body to 80,000; Men, and ſeveral 
© ' otherAlterations in their favour. This 
ſhews us, that the Turks, as barba- 
rous as we may believe them, are not 
blind to their own Intereſt: and it 
ſeems in ſome Meaſure to have been 
copied from our Anceſtors, who ob- 
tain d 
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taind that excellent Priviledge Magna 
Charta, that will for ever be valued 
by all Engliſhmen, Sword in Hand of 
their Sovereign. 
SULTAN Mao/mut being now, in 
all probability, ſettled on the Throne, 
the Eyes of all Princes are upon him, 
as not knowing what Influence this 
Change may have upon the Affairs of 
Europe. Happy that Court which 
can bind him over to its Intereſt ! For 
ſhould he not be quite ſo peaceably 
diſpoſed as our laſt Advices aflure us, 
and ſhould he have an Inclination to 
fall upon the Emperor, that Prince 
would find it a very difficult Task at 
once to cope with him and the Allies 
of Seville, who tis believed will cer- 
tainly endeavour to introduce Don 
Carlos into Italy next Spring; in which 
Caſe this Revolution would be very 
favourable to the Queen of Spain, 
whoſe darling Project it is to eſtabliſh 
her Son in Lombardy, and make him 
an Independent Prince. But ſhould 
he turn his Arms againſt the Perfiar 
it 
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it would produce little or no Alteration 
in this Part of the — and the 
Emperor may ſtill keep Troops e- 
— 55 in oi Miles and Man. 
tua to give a very warm Reception 
to any Powers who ſhall ofter to lay 
claim to the Succeſſion of Tuſcany 
and Parma, which he aflerts to be 
Fiefs of the Empire. | 
I ſhall conclude this Treatiſe with 
obſerving how unfortunate and miſe- 
rable that People muſt be, who are 
forced by the blindneſs or prepoſſeſſioſ 
of their Sovereign, to ſuch an exe- 
crable Expedient as Rebellion to do 
themſelves Juſtice upon a corrupt and 
tyrannical Miniſter, and whoſe Lives 
and Fortunes are not only dependant 
on the Caprice of their Emperor, but 
in a great meaſure of his Favourites: 
In ſhort, who have no other Way to 
relieve themſelves from Violence and 
Oppreſſion but by Violence and Op- 
preſhon. Happy, happy Britons, who 
are not liable to this Fate! Happy 
Hand! where the Laws of the Land. 
E are 
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Power been thus limited, 


Reflection be to him, that had he not 
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r 
are the meaſure of the People's Obe- 
dience; and where the Sovereign him- 
felf cannot invade the Property of 
the meaneſt of his Subjects; where 
no rapacious Miniſter can opprefs the 
with Impunity, and where, if 


/ 


Peo 
he thould offer at it, not even his Ma- 
ſter 's Favour or Power can ſcreen him 


from the Proſecutions of an incens d 


and injur d Parliament; it being wiſely 
provided:by the Legiſlature, that no 


Pardon thall fave againſt a Parliamen- 


tary Impeachment. Had Achmet's 


he might till 
have been on the Throne of Iurtey, 


and not fallen a Sacrifice to the Aya- 


rice, Injuſtice and Incapacity of his 
Miniſters. How bitter now muſt the 


fuffer'd-himſelf to be blinded and miſ- 


led by his Miniſters he might ſtill have 
been the moſt powerful Emperor in 


the 'Zaft; whereas he is now a moſt 
melancholy Example of the Inſtabi- 


bty of human Grandeur. 
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